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20 MAY 1964

WE APPEAL TO GOVERNMENT SOUTH AFRICA TO STOP CURRENT PRETOR IA

TRIAL OF ARRESTED OF R I VON I A, OF NELSON MANDELLA AND OTHERS, LEADERS

OF POPULAR STRUGGLE AGAINST RACIAL RULE. ALL MEN OF GOODWILL SHARE

THEIR ABHORRENCE OF IDEA OF EXCLUSIVE WHITE SUPREMACY AND ffHE IR

SIMPLE DESIRE TO LIVE AS FREE MEN.

WE APPEAL TO YOU :SHED NOT BLOOD OF MEN AND WOMEN WHO SEEK ONLY

TO HOLD UP THEIR HEADS IN DIGNITY . THOSE WHO YOU HAVE PLACED Ilff DOCK

ARE AS CREATED EQUAL WITH YOU ­YOUR BROTHERS. TALK TO THEM. LISTEN TO

THEM. THEY HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY. YOU WILL NOT SILENCE THEIR VOICES

BY HANGING THEM. THEIR WORDS WILL RING A THOUSAND TIMES MORE

LOUDLY IF YOU DO. A HARSH JUDGEMENT WILL NOT SOLVE YOUR PROBLEM, NOR

WILL IT DIMINISH RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THEIR PLFA FOR FREEDOM.

YOURS IS SUPREME OPPORTUNITY OF PROCLAIMING SUPREMACY OF SANITY

AND UNDERSTANDING OVER RUTHLESSNESS. YOU HAVE POWER TO IMPRISON, TO

KILL. SUSPEND IT. FREE THE ACCUSED. SIT DOWN WITH THEM.

NEGOTIATE WITH THEM. GIVE EAR TO THEIR PLEA FOR SELF­DETERMINATION.

FROM LAND OF ISRAEL , WE ASK YOU TO ASSERT YOUR FAITH IN NOBILITY

OF MAN, WHATEVER COLOUR OF HIS SKIN. AND IF YOU "DO UNTO OTHERS♦'

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS FAITH, THE FUTURE IS YOURS , THEIRS­AND

THE WORLD'S.
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